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An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or additions be 
unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 1.3 12. To ensure 
consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

In claim 22, claim 22 has been amended to read: 

22. (Currently Amended) An apparatus, comprising: a first circuit having an input coupled to the 
output signal of the first circuit; [[and]] a second circuit detecting whether the output signal of the first 
circuit oscillates at a frequency that is less than a predetermined frequency by determining whether the 
output signal remains in one of a first or second logic state in excess of a predetermined period of time; a 
charging circuit that charges a capacitor in response to the output signal being in one of the first or second 
logic states; a discharging circuit that discharges the capacitor in response to transition of the output 
signal to the other of the first or second logic states: and a capacitor voltage detection circuit measuring a 
voltage stored on the capacitor, the measured voltage being indicative of whether the output signal 
remains in one of a first or second logic state in excess of a predetermined period of time. 

Claim 32 has been cancelled. 

In claim 33, line 1 "claim 32" has been changed to - claim 22-. 

In claim 34, line 1 "claim 22" has been changed to - claim 33-. Also in line 1 of the same claim 
"the first voltage level" has been changed to -the first reference voltage level—. In line 2 of the same 
claim "the second voltage level" has been changed to - the second reference voltage level-. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with Andre 

Szuwalski on January 21, 2005. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Michael B. Shingleton whose telephone number is (571) 272-1770. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Tues-Fri from 8:30 to 4:30. The examiner can also be reached on alternate 
Mondays. The examiner normally has the second Mondays of the bi-week off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Robert Pascal, can be reached on (571)272-1769. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained 
from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available 
through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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